ROBESPIERRE
fanatically religious, had finally lost her reason. But if
his mother's religious fanaticism predisposed Brissot
for his political mysticism, definite shape was given the
latter by the teachings of Anacharsis Cloots.
Cloots was a Prussian baron, reared in France. He
was a well-meaning but hair-brained Utopian, whose
antics during the Revolution were as picturesque as
they were extravagant. He conceived the grandiose
scheme of a World Republic, with Paris for capital.
The method proposed by him to realize this political
Utopia was "armed propaganda"—a sort of holy
crusade against all the tyrants of the earth, in which
their own subjects would be invited to participate on
the side of the self-appointed liberators. He considered
two years as the approximate time necessary to carry-
out this programme.
Brissot did not go as far as Cloots. He was satisfied
with a League of Nations, which would have been well
enough had he—a man in power—not adopted
Cloots* method of "armed propaganda". Napoleon, in
his memoirs, likewise informs us that it had been his
intention to form a League of Nations, under the hege-
mony of France; but while he was willing to let every
nation keep whatever form of government it had at
that time, Brissot had the more ambitious scheme of
revolutionizing every country in Europe.
It should not be thought that this ideology formed
the sole basis of his disastrous foreign policy. He was,
in fact, a curious mixture of impractical visionary and
cunning materialist. He hoped, by means of a successful
war, to raise the value of the assignats at home and
abroad and thus solve the economic crisis. Being an
ardent republican, he likewise hoped (as he plainly
intimated in the-course of his debate with Robespierre)
that the war would bring to the surface the perfidy of
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